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As I write this sermon in advance, coalition forces have surrounded the town of Fallujah in Iraq. 

These troops are equipped with tanks, armored personnel carriers, machine guns and apache 

gunships, and there will likely be fighting and violence and bloodshed. Why is this happening? Why 

the fighting and violence and bloodshed? The goal of the operation is to pacify the town. Now, 

please bear with me: In military operations, "pacify" is often mistaken to mean "blow everyone to 

smithereens," and the words has often been so misused. However, to "pacify" means to bring peace, 

to get rid of the strife that keeps peace from being the norm. God grant to our armed forces, 

wherever they may be found, the wisdom to discern the true meaning of bringing peace, and 

protection as they do so. 

 

It may seem strange to connect battle and violence with peace; but I would suggest to you that the 

two are not opposed. It is the nature of sin and evil to spread unless they are purposely stopped. 

Criminals will continue to commit crimes until the authorities arrest and prosecute them. A rotten 

apple will bring decay to the rest of the barrel unless one removes it. Children will push the limits 

and disobey until parents put a stop to the behavior. Cancer will spread and kill unless it is excised. 

Tyrants seek to strengthen and expand their domain until they are stopped. That is simply the nature 

of evil. Therefore, peace comes at a price - courts and prisons, apple barrel maintenance, time-out 

chairs, chemotherapy and sometimes military action. Peace doesn't naturally happen because sin and 

death are part of nature now. Peace comes at a cost. 

 

We often hear today that peace is achieved through inaction and the laying down of arms, but there 

is no historical precedent that proves this to be true. Quite the opposite: One of the greatest eras of 

peace was the Pax Romana, literally the "Peace of Rome." This was the time of the New Testament, 

when the Roman Empire enjoyed its heyday. We hear much of the brutality of the Romans, how 

they subjected many a troublemaker to scourging or crucifixion. The message to the people was 

clear: Don't cause trouble, or this will happen to you, too. Wrongdoers will pay a violent price for 

their wrongdoing. On the other hand, that same fearful code of justice made towns much more 

livable and crime-free. It enabled people to focus upon education, invention and discovery. It also 

made travel secure against bandits, which - among other things - would enable the apostles to travel 

safely and declare the Gospel. 

 

The time was called the "Peace of Rome;" but the people who lived within were well aware that 

peace came at a cost, sometimes a violent cost. 

 

I. The Risen Prince of Peace Appears 

 

As our Gospel lesson begins, the disciples are also aware that Roman law could be abused. 

Supposedly for the sake of peace, Pontius Pilate has ordered the innocent Jesus crucified in order to 

appease a mob that might have rioted; thus, just three days ago, Jesus has been unjustly crucified. 
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The actions of Pilate were reprehensible, and likewise shameful were the cries of the crowds. Of 

course, the ten disciples have nothing to boast about. When Jesus was arrested, they abandoned Him 

and ran away. They denied Him. They proved their faithlessness toward Him, leaving Him alone to 

suffer that unjust death. Now, they're hiding a room for fear of the Jews: In following Jesus, it 

appears that they bet on the wrong horse. They've heard from the women that He's risen from the 

dead; and though they've given it some thought, they doubt the news from the angels. So there they 

are, locked in a room and terrified. If the mob thought it would be helpful to kill Jesus for the sake of 

peace, it's only logical to assume that killing His disciples will further the peace even more. Things 

do not look good for the disciples. 

 

Suddenly Jesus is there, in their midst. He's not a ghost or an apparition, a see-through illusion. He 

stands before them, body and all. The proof of His death is evident in the holes in His hands where 

He was nailed to the cross. The proof of His life is His living, breathing body in their midst. He was 

crucified. He died. He was buried. Now, He's back-He's risen from the dead. He's conquered the 

grave. 

 

You and I know that this is good news, but put yourself in the shoes of those disciples. Conquering 

kings keep peace by rewarding those who do right and punishing those who do wrong. The disciples 

have done wrong: They ran away and abandoned Jesus. They haven't been obedient: The Lord sent 

angels to proclaim His resurrection, and they didn't believe the message. And now, Jesus stands in 

their midst. The locked doors didn't stop Him, nor did death or the grave. If He comes to destroy 

them for their wrongdoing, they're not going to stop Him, either. And now, the risen Lord who can 

dismantle a storm with words, opens His mouth to speak to them. From the disciples' point of view, 

this could be very, very bad. 

 

However, it is very good, for Jesus' first words to them are, "Peace be with you." Not, "For the sake 

of peace, I must destroy the sinful likes of you so that people know not to abandon me." Not, "If 

things work out, I'll eventually restore you; but first, you're going to have to pay a price for your 

disloyalty." No, the Lord says, "Peace be with you." In other words: "I am risen, I am here with you, 

and I bring peace to you." 

 

Dear friends, that simply isn't how this world works. The Pax Romana didn't come about with 

Caesar saying, "You betrayed me once, so I'll give you another chance. In fact, I'll go ahead and 

have myself scourged to make up for your crime. Follow me if you want." There's a price to be paid 

for disobedience, and it's to be paid by the one who disobeys. Peace comes at a cost. That's how the 

world works. 

 

But behold how the Lord works. God hates sin, death and the devil; He will destroy them, 

consigning them to condemnation for eternity. In destroying these masters of evil, it would be easy 

to destroy their slaves as well-that would be you and me, for we are enslaved to sin and cannot 

escape the clutches of death. There is a price to be paid for your disobedience to God-the price of 

eternal condemnation. But because you could not pay it, Christ Jesus has paid it for you. Peace with 

God comes at a cost-the judgment of evil and the perfect Sacrifice for your sin. Jesus has paid that 

price, sacrificing His own body and shedding His own blood in your place. That is the price of peace 

with God, and now it is paid in full. 

 

This is what Jesus announces to the disciples with the words, "Peace be with you." He declares to 

them that He has set them free from their masters of sin, death and the devil; and He has done so by 
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suffering God's judgment for their sin. He has then conquered sin, death and the devil by rising again 

from death. His enemies are defeated, and He has redeemed those disciples. That is why He says, 

"Peace be with you." 

 

What does He do next? He says, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." Not 

only are they forgiven, but they are now His apostles, His ambassadors. What is their mission? Jesus 

breathes on them and says, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." The apostles are to preach the Word, to tell 

others of Christ's death and resurrection. If people don't believe that their sins are taken away, then 

they are still stuck with their sin and at hostilities with God. If people hear the Word and believe in 

Christ, then they are forgiven and have peace with God. 

 

The disciples soon have an opportunity to be apostles: They tell Thomas, "We have seen the Lord." 

Even hearing the Good News again, Thomas doubts. But behold the patience of the Lord: Eight days 

later, He returns to the disciples. And while He rebukes Thomas for his doubts, He still restores him 

with forgiveness. He comes to Thomas in peace. 

 

The Lord Jesus then says, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed." That would be you: Because these things have been 

written down so that you may believe; and believing, you may have life in His name. Blessed are 

you, because the Lord brings His peace to you. 

 

II. Peace to You 

 

Quite literally, the Lord brings His peace to you. He has paid the price for your sin and disobedience. 

Peace with God has come at a cost, but Christ has borne that cost for you. And now, He brings that 

peace to you. 

 

When Jesus appeared to the disciples that day, He gave them His Holy Spirit as He told them to 

preach the Gospel. As that Gospel of forgiveness is preached to you this day, the Holy Spirit is at 

work to give you forgiveness and strengthen your faith. If you are forgiven, then your sins are taken 

away. If your sins are taken away, then there is nothing to keep you at enmity with God. Therefore, 

if your sins are taken away, you have peace with God. And if you have peace with God, then you 

have His every gift and blessing-including eternal life and the kingdom of heaven. Rejoice! For by 

His Word this day, the Lord brings that peace to you. 

 

There's even more peace to be found. Remember that it was the risen Lord Jesus who came to the 

disciples, bringing His body into a room miraculously, despite the locked doors. That same risen 

Jesus comes to you, to give you His risen body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Same Jesus, 

same body and blood. That is why, just before the Lord's Supper, the pastor echoes the words of 

Jesus and declares to you, "The peace of the Lord be with you alway." And that is why we gratefully 

respond, "O Christ, Thou Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen." 

 

This is your sure confidence: Christ is risen from the dead and comes to bring you peace with God. 

If you have peace with God, then you have everlasting life. 

 

Now, be aware: Your old sinful nature doesn't care for this very much. He's still in league with those 
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defeated foes of sin, death and the devil; and, poor losers that they all are, they seek to rob you of 

that peace and pull you into everlasting condemnation with them. Therefore, your Old Adam has a 

couple of constant, sometimes devastatingly effective, temptations up his sleeve. 

 

First off, he works a dull heart in you so that you simply don't care of your sin or need for 

forgiveness. For those who understand the depth of their sin and the condemnation they deserve, 

there are no sweeter words than the risen Lord's words of peace and forgiveness. But few anguish 

over their sins as they ought. In fact, one of the first sins we should confess is that our sins really 

don't bother us as they should 

 

But to those who are troubled by their sin, the Old Adam persists with other temptations. For one 

thing, he appeals to common sense: "It just doesn't work this way, this notion that Jesus has won the 

peace for you. If you're guilty of the sin, then it's up to you to make things right. Therefore, it only 

makes sense that you've got to earn peace with God, doesn't it?" It may sound sensible, and many a 

sincere person has sought to earn peace with God. However, Scripture makes clear that this grace 

and faith and peace are gifts of God, not earned by works. And do not forget: To say, "I must earn 

that peace" is to say "Jesus' death wasn't enough to win peace with God." No matter how sincere and 

sensible sounding, your old sinful nature is trying to get you to take your eyes off Jesus and place 

your trust in yourself. 

 

If that temptation isn't his pick, Old Adam seeks to confuse: "So, you have peace with God, do you? 

Fat lot of good that does you. If you really have peace with God, then how come you still have 

troubles? How come you still get sick? If Christ is such the peacemaking conqueror, then how come 

there's so much destruction and strife in this world that He's supposedly Lord over? In fact, many 

people suffer specifically because they believe in Jesus, and that doesn't look very peaceful now, 

does it? You might as well leave all this talk of forgiveness behind, because it obviously means 

nothing." With such accusations against Jesus, the Old Adam sways many into doubt and unbelief. 

But by faith and God's Word, we respond: Do not misunderstand what this peace is. It is not the 

guarantee of an easy life here, but it is peace with God so that you may enter the kingdom of heaven 

for eternity. Jesus' death was not to make this world a better place-it was to deliver you out of this 

world to an eternity without sin. His peace for now is not the absence of trouble, but His presence 

within and despite those troubles. The strife of this world does not demonstrate weakness or 

faithlessness on the part of God; it simply reinforces the truth that sin brings hostility, enmity, strife, 

disease, tribulation and death. But Christ has died for these sins and risen again. Even when you 

must endure great trial or cruel antagonism by this world, the Lord faithfully brings His peace and 

grace to you. And as He said to His disciples, so He says to you: Peace I leave with you, My peace I 

give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid (John 14:27). Likewise, He declares, These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world 

(John 16:33). 

 

Your Old Adam will seek to whisper such temptations, and it is true that in this world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart indeed, because Jesus has overcome the world. He has suffered the 

judgment and death for your sin so that it might be defeated. He has risen from the dead, thus 

conquering the grave. He has defeated the devil, who sought to prevent your redemption. All of this 

victory is yours, because He shares it with you. He does not come to you this day in order to exact a 

price or take vengeance for your sin. There is no price left to be paid, because Christ has paid it all. 

There is no vengeance left to be taken: "'Vengeance is Mine,' saith the Lord," and that is true 



43020019 John 20 19-31 The Price of Peace (TJP) – page 5 

www.scholia.net 

enough. But it is also true that He has taken out all of His vengeance on His Son. 

 

Therefore, do not be troubled. As the risen Lord visited His disciples, so He visits you. As He spoke 

peace and forgiveness to them, so He speaks it to you. As He came to them with His risen body and 

blood, so He comes and gives you His body and blood for the forgiveness of your sins. No matter 

what your sinful nature or circumstance might argue, you can be certain by God's grace that you are 

at peace with God, because you are forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


